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AHF Releases Two New
Manhattan Project GUIDEBOOKS

After the enthusiastic reception of the Guide to Man-
hattan Project Sites in New Mexico in 2010, the Atomic 
Heritage Foundation is proud to announce the publica-
tion of The Guide to the Manhattan Project in Tennessee 
and The Guide to the Manhattan Project in Washington 
State. These two guides are filled with colorful pictures 
and compelling stories.  Readers learn about the unique 
properties designed to produce the key ingredients for 
the atomic bomb, enriched uraniuim in Tennessee and 
plutonium in Washington State.

The Guide to the Manhattan Project in Tennessee opens 
with a brief introduction to atomic science and provides 
background information on the reasons why Tennessee 
was selected as one of the three main sites for the war 
effort. Starting with the story of a mystic envisioning 
Tennessee as a main war-effort production site to the 
massive dams built by the TVA in the early 1930s, read-
ers discover the role that geography plays in shaping 
local and national histories. 

“Clinton Engineer Works”, the first section in the guide-
book, offers readers a full account of the early days in 
Oak Ridge and Knoxville. As the main entry point for 
Manhattan Project civilian workers, Knoxville became 
known after the war as the “Gateway to Oak Ridge.”

“Production Plants” brings readers to the four experi-
mental facilities designed to produce plutonium or 
uranium. The X-10 graphite reactor was a model for 
Hanford’s full-scale plutonium production reactors.  
The Y-12 electromagnetic separation plant, the K-25 
gaseous diffusion plant, and the S-50 thermal diffusion 
plant were three different approaches to separating the 
istopes of uraniuim.  To produce sufficient uranium-
235 for the first atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima, 
all three production plants were put to use. 

“Life in the Secret City” and “Oak Ridge Community” 
give a glimpse into daily life in Oak Ridge, TN. In the 
mud-filled place under constant construction, residents 
coped with the shortcomings of wartime life. This sec-
tion also explores the contributions of African Ameri-
cans to the effort and the emergence of women in the 
workforce.  Most rewarding are the personal stories of  
the people who contriubted to the success of this ex-
traordinary scientific and engineering undertaking. 

The guidebook also benefits from some of the 10,000 
photographs taken by Ed Westcott. The government’s 
official photographer, Westcott deftly captured the spir-
it of the times.  Below are young Manhattan Project 
participants taking a break at the Wildcat Den, one of 
several recreation facilities at Oak Ridge.
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A Guide to the
MANHATTAN 

PROJECT 

CYNTHIA C. KELLY with an introduction by RICHARD RHODES

“What took place in the verdant hills of East Tennessee in the 1940s
 changed our world. This rewarding book tells a uniquely 

American story of ingenuity and dedication.”
—E. Patrick McIntyre, Jr., Tennessee Historical Commission
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The Guide to the Manhattan Project in Washington be-
gins by exploring the early history of eastern Washing-
ton and the agricultural communities taken over for the 
Manhattan Project.  In 1943, the Army Corps of Engi-
neers hired the DuPont Company to design, build and 
operate the  Hanford Engineer Works.  

Within three years, over 150,000 people arrived to work 
at the remote, top-secret site. Many did not like the iso-
lated frontier conditions and left shortly after arriving. 

Hanford was the primary site for plutonium production. 
Spread out across the vast 625-square mile site were 
three major operations: fuel fabrication, reactor opera-
tions, and chemical separation. Most of the work on fuel 
fabrication took place in the 300 Area in the southeast 
part of the site nearest the town of Richland.  

The reactor operations were some 20 miles away in the 
100 Area along the northern stretch of the Columbia 
River. Finally, the chemical separation processing was 
10 miles south of the reactors in Area 200. There pluto-
nium was extracted in separation facilities. 

CYNTHIA C. KELLY with an introduction by RICHARD RHODES

A Guide to the 
MANHATTAN 

PROJECT 
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“Hanford and Washington State played a critical role in the 
Manhattan Project. We need to ensure that future generations 

can re�lect on and learn from this history.”
Senator Patty Murray

Many officials have provided comments for the jacket 
of the guidebook. Senator Maria Cantwell wrote, “This 
guide will help current and future generations  under-
stand both the scientific contributions and enormous 
sacrifices made by those who labored at the B Reactor 
during its remarkable run.” Gary Peterson, Vice-Presi-
dent of TRIDEC, wrote that “visitors to the Tri-Cities 
from all over the world can use this guidebook to make 
the most of the region’s historic sites, and help them 
appreciate the world-changing events that took place 
[t]here.” 
 
The two guidebooks anticipate the rise of atomic tour-
ism. In July 2011, the Department of Interior, joined 
by  the Department of Energy, recommended that Con-
gress designate a Manhattan Project National Historical 
Park at Los Alamos, NM, Oak Ridge, TN, and Hanford, 
WA. 

Over the next year, the AHF hopes to reproduce our 
Guide to the Manhattan Project Sites in Manhattan. 
The New York Historical Society will open an exhibi-
tion on World War II in Manhattan in December 2012.  
Part of the exhibit will be drawn from AHF’s book.

For more information about our guidebooks and 
products, please visit our online store at http://www.
atomicheritage.org, Amazon.com, or call 202-293-
0045 to place an order. 
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2011 Workshop Attendees
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